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Background 

Challenges:  

•  Access to satellite data. A dramatic expected increase in the volume of satellite data 
and products available over the next 5-10 years,  

•  Regional diversity of needs and capabilities of the various types of users (e.g., high-
speed vs. low-rate)  

Addressing the challenges: 

•  “WMO Procedure  for Establishing Regional Requirements”, based on experiences 
of RA-III and RA-IV 

•  Region-based expression of user requirements for data access and exchange, and 
tailored data access solutions 

•  Establishment of the WMO RA-V Task Team on Satellite User Requirements 

Ø  Members from Australia, Indonesia and USA, plus satellite providers (JMA, KMA, 
EUMETSAT and NOAA NESDIS) 

 

 





Establishing Regional  
Requirements (1) 

The Task Team will: 

1.  Identify data and products already available 
 
 



Establishing Regional  
Requirements (2) 

2.  Gather user requirements using a variety of sources, eg 
•  the outcome of WMO surveys  
•  input from Regional Centres of Excellence 
•  personal experience of Task Team members 
•  global requirements registered in the WMO RRR database 
•  other available documents eg. GEOSS user requirements activities 
•  …. 
•  and the 4th Asia Oceania Meteorological Satellite Users Conference 

 

 



Establishing Regional  
Requirements (3) 

3.  Analyse the requirements, flag which requirements are not being met 

4.  Prioritise the unmet requirements 

5.  Where requirements are not being met = where effort needs to be focused 



Establishing Regional  
Requirements (4) 

6.  The Task Team formulates recommendations about: 
•  Existing data/products to be included in existing distribution services (e.g., new product on 

DVB-S service) or moving a product from one service to another (e.g., Internet product to be 
put in LRIT) or assigning lower priority to an existing product (or removing it if obsolete); 

•  Amendments of existing products or development of new products; 
•  Evolution (upgrade, or consolidating) of data dissemination means; 
•  Training, and other tools to enhance access and usage of data 
 
The Task Team develops a short-term action plan to implement these 

recommendations. 

7.  Data providers will strive to address the agreed requirements. Requires active 
collaboration between users and data providers 

 



Completed Capabilities and Requirements 

Example from RA-III 



User requirements session  
at Training Workshop on Preparation for 

Advanced Meteorological Imagers 

Tuesday 8 October 2013 



Outcomes from Workshop 1 
Tuesday 8 October 

•  Geostationary VIS/IR = most important data 

•  Much interest in high resolution data and products 

•  Other high priority: hotspot and flood products 

•  Challenges in using satellite data 

Ø  Knowledge about available satellite data  

Ø  Information on where to access data eg. Scatterometer data/products 

Ø  Training 



The next user requirements session at this conference: 
 
 

Thursday 10 October 2013  
15:20 – 16:20 



Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agnes Lane 
a.lane@bom.gov.au 


